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Claim Objections 

Claim 27 is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c), as being of improper dependent 
form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. Applicant is 
required to cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) in proper 
dependent form, or rewrite the claim(s) in independent form. 'Selecting a video segment 
does not specifically disclose limit the scope of claim 25. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under 
section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, 
except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application 
filed in the United States only if the international application designated the 
United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English 
language. 

1 . Claim(s) 1,2,1 2-1 3, 1 5-1 6, and 24-27 is/are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) 
as being anticipated by Schlack et al. (2002/0129368). 

As to claims 1 , 25, and 27, Schlack discloses: 



A method using a computer readable medium, the method comprising: In a video 
receiver that is coupled to a display device, the video receiver configured to receive a 
stream that includes a plurality of video segments, a method of the video receiver 
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targeting the plurality of video segments based on local information accessible to the 
video receiver and based on remotely issued instructions, the method comprising the 
following: monitoring state and user behavior characteristics associated with the video 
receiver ([0278]; [0136]); 

locally storing the characteristics ([0247]; fig. 2A, element 250; [0126]); 

receiving a plurality of video segment from the stream; receiving executable instructions 
from the stream, the executable instructions configured to cause the video receiver to 
select a video segment from among the plurality of video segments based on the locally 
stored characteristics when the executable instructions are processed by a processor; 
processing the executable instructions to cause the video receiver to select the video 
segment; causing the video segment to be displayed on the display device ('plurality of 
ads on the ad channel with the STB selecting the appropriate ads,' 'comparing the ad 
profile with the signature profiles on the STB* [0278]; [0122]). 

As to claim 2, Schlack discloses: 

processing the executable instructions to cause the video receiver to select the video 
segment comprises processing the executable instructions to cause the video receiver 
to select a video advertisement; causing the video segment to be displayed on the 
display device comprises causing the video advertisement to be displayed on the 
display device ('plurality of ads on the ad channel with the STB selecting the appropriate 
ads/ 'comparing the ad profile with the signature profiles on the STB' [0278]; [0122]). 

As to claim 12, 
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caching the plurality of video segments as they are received (data that is received at 
any point in time is effectively 'cached'; 'ads may be delivered ahead of time and stored 
on the STB' [0278]). 

As to claim 1 3, 

releasing the cache memory associate with a particular video segment if the video 
receiver determines that the particular video segment is not to be displayed (since 
memory has finite space, video segment that are not used are effectively removed at 
some point [0278]; [0277]). 

As to claim 15, 

receiving a plurality of video segment from the video stream comprises: receiving the 
plurality of video segments from a plurality of video streams; and switching display 
between the plurality of video streams based on the executable instructions ('plurality of 
ads on the ad channel with the STB selecting the appropriate ads,' 'comparing the ad 
profile with the signature profiles on the STB' [0278]; [0122]). 

As to claim 16; 

the video stream is a unidirectional video stream (video is being sent downstream, and 
not upstream fig. 1 ). 

As to claim 24, Schlack discloses: 
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video receiver locally stores the characteristics without revealing the characteristics 
outside of the video receiver (local monitoring and profile generation at the set-top 
contributes to privacy [0077]). 

As to claim 26, Schlack discloses: 

the computer-readable medium is one or more physical storage media (see claim 12). 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter 
as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall 
not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claim(s) 3-7 is/are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Schlack (20020129368) in view of Knudson et al. (20050216936). 

As to claim 3, 

Schlack discloses: 

causing the video segment to be displayed on the display device comprises causing the 
video segment to be displayed on the display device ('plurality of ads on the ad channel 



Application/Control Number: 10/001,298 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2614 

with the STB selecting the appropriate ads,' 'comparing the ad profile with the signature 
profiles on the STB' [0278]; the video segment is displayed on the main screen, or a 
window [0122]). 

However, Schlack does not specifically disclose displaying the video segment in a 
window. Knudson discloses causing the video segment to be displayed on the display 
device comprises causing the video segment to be displayed on the display device (fig. 
15, [0081]; fig. 21, [0092]; fig. 22, [0095]). 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Schlack with Knudson to display the selected video 
segment in locations such as fig. 15, element 171 and fig. 22, element 258 so as to 
present more information and more options on a screen to a user [0004]. 

As to claim 4, 

displaying material outside of the window (see claims 5-7). 
As to claim 5, 

displaying material outside of the window comprises displaying television programming 
outside of the window (Knudson et al: program listings are effectively 'television 
programming' fig. 22, region 262 [0095]). 

As to claim 6, 
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displaying material outside of the window comprises displaying network resources 
outside of the window (applicant defines network as Web pages 'network resources 
such as Web pages.' Knudson discloses users ordering information, products, or 
services through the Internet [0049]). 

As to claim 7, 

displaying material outside of the window comprises displaying Web content outside of 
the window (see claim 6). 

3. Claim(s) 8-11 is/are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Schlack (20020129368) in view of Ching et al. (20010003184). 

As to claim 8, 

Schlack does not specifically disclose causing a still picture to be displayed on the 
display device when the video segment is not being displayed on the display device. 
Ching discloses causing a still picture to be displayed on the display device when the 
video segment is not being displayed on the display device [0128]. Accordingly, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify Schlack with Ching so as to allow the user to view an advertisement 
during wait time of a video stream [01 28]. 

As to claim 9, Ching discloses: 

receiving the still picture from the stream [0128]. 
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As to claim 10, Ching discloses: 

causing a still picture to be displayed on the display device in the window when the 
video segment is not being displayed on the display device comprises causing a banner 
advertisement to be displayed on the display device in the window when the video 
segment is not being displayed on the display device [0128]. 

As to claim 1 1 , 

Although the Schlack in view of Ching does not specifically disclose the executable 
instructions are first executable instructions, the method further comprising: receiving 
second executable instructions from the video stream, the second executable 
instructions configured to cause the video receiver to select the still picture from among 
a plurality of still pictures based on the locally stored characteristics when the second 
executable instructions are processed by a processor; processing the second 
executable instructions to cause the video receiver to select the still picture, the 
examiner gives Official Notice that it is notoriously well known in the art to utilize 
targeted still pictures based on user characteristics. Accordingly, it would have been 
clearly obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the Schlack in view of Ching 
to use targeted still based pictures based on user characteristics, so that the still 
pictures are more effective, useful and desirable for both the user and marketing entity. 
These concepts are well known in the art and do not constitute a patentably distinct 
limitation, per se [M.P.E.P. 2144.03]. 
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4. Claim(s) 14 is/are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Schlack (20020129368) in view of Flickinger et al. (20050210502). 

As to claim 14, 

Schlack does not specifically disclose causing the video segment to be displayed on the 
display device comprises: causing the video segment to be displayed as the video 
segment is being received from the video segment, wherein the executable instructions 
contain a trigger that coordinates the start of display of the video segment with the time 
that the video segment is received by the video receiver. However, Flickinger discloses 
causing the video segment to be displayed on the display device comprises: causing 
the video segment to be displayed as the video segment is being received from the 
video segment, wherein the executable instructions contain a trigger that coordinates 
the start of display of the video segment with the time that the video segment is 
received by the video receiver (Streaming media; there exists instructions which trigger 
or cue the 'start of display' of the streaming media. Since the media segments can not 
be displayed before they are received, the 'start of display' is effectively 'coordinated' to 
display after receiving the segment [0062]; [0075]). Accordingly, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
Schlack with Flickinger so as to allow the viewer to view the video before it is fully 
downloaded, as an advantage to systems with low or medium width channels [0062]. 

5. Claim(s) 17-18, and 21-23 is/are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Schlack (20020129368) in view of Thomas et al. (20050251824). 
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As to claim 17, 

Schlack discloses "the profiles are comprised of profile categories, including the 
categories of preferred programs, preferred networks, viewing duration, channel change 
frequency, and holding factor per program or program category," [0071] but does not 
specifically disclose the locally stored characteristics includes channel subscription 
information. 

Thomas discloses the locally stored characteristics includes channel subscription 
information (since 'each user may set up a profile with a different set of favorite 
channels,' favorite channels, to which the user is subscribed to is effectively stored as 
well [0072]). 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Schlack with Thomas so as to provide an additional 
criteria to facilitate the delivery of targeted content ([0069]). 

As to claim 18, 

Schlack discloses "the profiles are comprised of profile categories, including the 
categories of preferred programs, preferred networks, viewing duration, channel change 
frequency, and holding factor per program or program category," [0071] but does not 
specifically disclose the locally stored characteristics include historical information about 
channels tuned to. 
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Thomas discloses the locally stored characteristics include historical information about 
channels tuned to (since 'each user may set up a profile with a different set of favorite 
channels,' the user has tuned to those channels at some point [0072]; [0069]). 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Schlack with Thomas so as to provide an additional 
criteria to facilitate the delivery of targeted content (Thomas [0069]). 

As to claim 21, 

Schlack discloses "the profiles are comprised of profile categories, including the 
categories of preferred programs, preferred networks, viewing duration, channel change 
frequency, and holding factor per program or program category," [0071] but does not 
specifically disclose the locally stored information includes historical information about 
advertisements displayed. 

Thomas discloses the locally stored information includes historical information about 
advertisements displayed (fig. 5, elements 106-122; [0052]). 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Schlack with Thomas so as to provide an additional 
criteria to facilitate the delivery of targeted content (Schlack [0069]). 

As to claim 22, 

Thomas discloses: 
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the historical information about advertisements displayed comprises an identifier 
identifying at least some of the advertisements previously displayed (fig. 5, element 118, 
120; [0052]). 

As to claim 23, 

Thomas discloses: 

the historical information about advertisements displayed comprises a time that the 
corresponding advertisement was last displayed (fig. 5, element 122; [0052]). 

6. Claim(s) 19-20 is/are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Schlack (20020129368) in view of Ohkura et al. (6347400). 

As to claim 19, 

Schlack discloses "the profiles are comprised of profile categories, including the 
categories of preferred programs, preferred networks, viewing duration, channel change 
frequency, and holding factor per program or program category," [0071] but does not 
specifically disclose the locally stored information includes historical information about 
pay per view purchases. 

Ohkura discloses the locally stored information includes historical information about pay 
per view purchases ([11, 60] to [12, 5]; [14, 66] to [15,2]). 
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Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Schlack with Ohkura so as to provide an additional 
criteria to facilitate the delivery of targeted content. 

As to claim 20, 

Ohkura discloses the historical information about pay per view purchases includes the 
identification of the last pay per view purchase ([11, 60] to [12, 5]; [14, 66] to [15,2]). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shirley Chang whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
8546. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller can be reached on (571 ) 272-7353. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
SC 
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